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2.3 triéu tré em ¢ Viét Nam phdi di lam dé kiém song, phan 16n khéng dwoc cap sach dén truong va trén 34%
tré em o Viét Nam khong co co hoi hoc xong tiéu hoc. Cung nhau chung ta co thé “gop mot ban tay” giup cdc
em cap sach den truong dé co mot twong lai twoi sang hon.
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Can Nguoi

H4H hién cin thién nguyén vién tham gia cac lanh
vuc sau:

e Ban gay quy - Fundraising Committee (FC)
e Ban tai chanh - Finance Team (FT)

e Ban thong tin - Web & Media Team (WMT)
e Vanhiing cong viéc diéu hanh khac

Xin lién hé voi nhom qua dia chi bén trén

Thu Ngo

Quy vi va céac ban than mén,

Xin chao don quy vi dén véi ching toi
qua ban tin thir nhi cia nam 2005.

Thyc 14 mot nam bén ron cho ban chép
hanh va cac anh chi em thién nguyén
cua nhom. Vao thang 4 vira qua, nhom
dd to chirc mot trong nhimg chuong
trinh giy quy hiang nim,“Pi B¢ Cho
Tré Tho Viét Nam” tai cong vién Fair-
field Park, v6i su hién dién cta nhiéu
hoi doan ciing nhu nhiéu ca nhan khac
nhau.

Cudc di bo da quyén duoc $9000, mot
con sb khong nho, nhung quan trong
hon 1a n6 di tao thém sy am hiéu cia
quan ching vé cic cong viéc ma nhom
dang thyc hanh tai Viét Nam. Hién tai,
cac anh em trong nhom di bat tay va
dang ban ron trong viéc t6 chirc chuong
trinh gy quy ké tiép va ciing 1a chuong
trinh 16n nhat trong nam, dé 13 bira com
gdy quy “On Their Way” s& t6 chirc
vao ngay 16 thang 9 sap toi. Xin quy vi
va cac ban dén xem thém chi tiét bén
trong ban tin nay.

Hands For Hope cang ¢ ging thuc
hién sat sir ménh cua minh, giap tré em
thudce tang 16p ban  cung v6i nhirng nhu
cau hoc van va y té, chung t6i cang tiép
tuc phat hién thém nhiéu tré em khac
con ban cung gap boi lan va rat dang
duoc sy chu y cta chung ta. Véi long
trdc 4n va khao khat gitip d& thém cac
tré em dang thuong nay, ching t6i dang
t6 chirc thém mot sd phuong thirc gay
quy méi hiu voi téi tam 1ong dang mo
rong ctia quan ching va cong dong.

Cung v6i ban tin nay, chung t6i s€ cong
bd chuong trinh bao trg “Sponsorship
Appeal” v6i muc tiéu tir gio dén cudi
nam s€ tim ra du manh thuong quén

Pong gop ¥ kién

Nhém Gop Mot Ban Tay luén khuyén khich nhiing y kién dong gbp co tinh
cach xdy dung dé chung t6i c6 thé thay ddi va lam viéc duoc hiéu qua hon.
Moi y kién dong gop xin goi vé hop thu ciia nhom (xin xem dia chi ¢ trén)
hay email h4h@handsforhope.org.au. Xin chan thanh cam on quy vi.

Page 1

bao trg cho 500 tré em nghéo. Nguodi
bao trg (Sponsor) s&€ nhan dugc 1y lich
cua cac em va hang ndm ciing s€ nhan
béo céo két qua hoc tap cua mdi tré ho
bao trg. Vi s6 tién twong ddi khiém
nhuong dé bao tro mot em la khoang
$4 mot thang, chung t6i rat hy vong
day 1a médt con ) thuc té va muc tiéu
nay s& dat dugc néu mdi quy vi co thé
g6p mdt tay va bao trg mot dira tré hom
nay.

Ciing tir thoi gian nay cho dén bua com
gdy quy, chung tdi ciing dang thuc
hanh chwong trinh ban vé sb Tatts
Lotto an hué héng. That 1a mét sy trung
hop v6i hoan canh cia nhidu tré em
Viét Nam hang ngay ban vé s kiém
song cho gia dinh. Nam ngoai chung toi
da ban duoc 13,000 vé va hy vong nam
nay s& ban duoc nhiéu hon. Ching toi
cling vira bat dau phat cac lon tiét kiém
tién va ban mot sé sach truyén ngu
ngoén cua cd Luu Dung & Nhom But
Hoai Béo. Xin tim doc cac chi tiét cua
nhitng truong trinh gdy quy ¢ phan
trong bén tin nay.

Riéng ca nhan t6i sau khi c6 co hoi
duoc tin mét khao sat mot sé du an cta
nhom, t61 ¢co thé chimg thuc duoc rﬁng
cong viéc cua H4H tuy khiém nhuong
nhung thay dbi dwoc cudc doi cua tré
em Viét Nam ma nhiing sy thay d6i
nay 1a sy d6i doi va Ia tia hy vong cho
nhimg con nguoi ban cung thudc tang
16p thap keém. T6i tha thiét hy vong quy
vi luén tiép tuc hd trg dé tao didu kién
cho H4H tiép tuc lam viéc, gitp do
nhitng con ngudi dang gao thét mdt tia
hy vong méi va mot twong lai moi.

Trén Minh Cuong,
Truéng Ban Piéu Hanh




Bai Phéng Van Anh Nam Nguyén Mgt Thanh Vién Ciia Nhém

Xin Nam cho biét vé minh mgt chut?

Kho néi qué vi ca tinh va con ngudi cia minh kho ma dién ta
trong vai cau dugc. Co6 dip gdp va ndi chuyén thi méi dien ta
nhiéu hon duoc.

Néu chi dwopc diing 3 chii thi Nam sé ti vé minh nhw thé nao?

it noi, khé gan gui va rit ndi tdm (quen than thi lai khéc...
hehehe)

Hién tai Nam dang con di hoc hay di lam? Va cong viéc cia
ban la gi?

Minh di di 1am ciing vai nam rdi. Cong viéc chinh 1a coi cac
dich vu cho sinh vién & Victoria University; gitp do sinh vién
v6i nhitng thic méc cua ho, tao diéu kién cho ho c6 mot thoi
gian tai truong thoai mai va b ich hon.

Nam co s6 thich gi khong?

Minh thich du lich 1im nhung khong c6 tién dé di nhiéu. Ca nhac
va nghe nhac 1a niem dam mé khong thé thiéu trong cudc song
cua minh, thiéu n6 doi voé vi lam.

Déng lwe nao di dwa Nam dén véi H4H, khi nao va bang cdch
nao?

Sau mot thoi gian dai sinh hoat bén sinh vién, minh chuén bi vé
huu thi ¢6 ban nim dau vao H4H. Thiy anh em ciing vui nén vao
tham gia. Dan dan 1am viéc v6i nhom vi cam thay nhing viéc
minh 1am g6p phan thay ddi va cai thién doi song ciia cac em
kém may mén & Viét Nam.

Nam co giit chirc vu gi trong nhom H4H khong?

2 nam déu tién thi minh dugc giao chirc vu thu ky. Trong nhiém

ky nay
ngoai vu.

thi minh gitt chitc vu phd

Trong thoi gian sinh hgat trong
H4H, Nam cé thé cho biét mét cich
cu thé hon vé nhitng céng viéc ma
anh di truc tiép “gép mot ban tay”.

Ngoai cong viée gidy to ciia mot thu
ky va ciia pho ngoai vu thi hau nhu
cong viéc nao lam dugc thi minh phu
mot tay. Cu thé hon thi minh nim
trong ban td chirc cudc di bd cho tré
em Viét Nam trong 3 ndm qua va 2 bita com gdy quy. Ngoai ra
minh con gitp cho cac budi xudng duong lic lon cho hoi Hong
Thap Tu hodc cac budi radiothon gay quy trén dai SBS. Hién nay
minh ciing phu trach coi du 4n bao tro cho cac em nghéo & Hué.

Trong sinh hoat voi H4H, Nam co6 gap phdi nhitng kho khan
gi khéng va cé hoc héi dwoc diéu gi cho bin thian minh?

Hoc hoi thi nhiéu 1am vi trong H4H rat nhiéu anh chi rat gioi.
Hoc héi dugc tai lanh dao cua ho vi minh khong gioi v& mat nay,
hoc dugc tinh than hy sinh vi mét muc dich chung. Trén hét 1a
hoc dugc cach lam viéc trong mot nhom véi nhiéu c4 tinh khéc
nhau, tudi tac va kinh nghiém lam viéc khac nhau.

Nam c6 wéc mong gi khong?

Chi u6c 1am vira du an, di dé nuodi séng ban than va gia dinh, du
dé thinh thoang di du lich d6 day. Chi cau mong cho c6 dugc suc
khoé d€ ma gdp ban tay ctiia minh vao cong viéc ciia nhom.

Ai la nguwoi ké tiép ma anh mudn tim hiéu trong ban tin ky t6i?

Bt ky nhitng thanh vién nao mai gia nhap nhom.

Long An nhirng néo duong...

Long An 4 noi toi chon xuat phat du tién dé “m& hang” cho
chuyén phiéu luu 6 thang, viéng thdm cac em hoc sinh trong cac
du an cia nhom.

5 gior sang t6i don xe buyt ndi thanh ra Cay G& dé kip bét chuyén
xe di tuyén My Tho-Go Cong. Noi t6i dén 1a Tan An gidp ranh
giita Long An va Tién Giang. R& vao con hém nho cach diy nha
mit tién khong xa 14 ca canh dong ménh mong rudng lua... Thay
vao nhing tat bat, lo 4u, ndo nhiét & bui bam noi thi thanh 13 ca
bau khong khi thom ngat miii ma non trén nhiing thira ruong
vudng vuc.

Ng6i nha dau tién t6i dén 1a nha bé Hong (con bac Nam) dugc
lop 14 don so ndm ngay mé song. Hong 13 mét trong nhitng hoc
sinh gioi trong du 4n & Long An. Bac Nam tam gac viéc dong an
trong ngay, xung phong 1am tai xé dé ché toi di tham cac em.

Béc Nam cho t6i qua nhimg con duong gb ghé, 6 ga 6 voi va
duong rudng, cd doan duong chi du mdt banh xe chay voi nhitng
nguoi yéu boéng via nhu t6i thi viée “Iot ruong” 1a chuyén duong
nhién vay.

Céch nha Bac Nam khong xa, 1a nha bé Hang. Khi budc chan vao
nha bé, xung quanh tréng 16ng vi... thiéu vach. Hai cha con séng
dum boc véi nhau, chi méi hoc 16p ba, Hang dé biét phu gitp ba

néu com & don dep §
nha ctra. Ba khong
biét chit nén moi -
viéc hoc & bai tap |
vé nha Hang phai
tu xoay s& cho
minh. Nam hoc vira
qua em dat danh

B R PN

hiéu hoc sinh kha. Udc mo cta em la 16n 1én dugce lam ¢d gido
dé gitp do cac ban cung hoan canh nhu em.

Phung va Linh Chi la d6i ban cung lang, vira 1a ban hoc cling vira
1a ban dong nghiép lam thué dan noén bang tir khi d6i ban bét dau
hoc cép hai, hoan canh cang khé khin cac em cang ¢ géng vuon
1én & dat danh hiéu hoc sinh giéi trong nhiéu nam lién. Linh Chi
tam su “théy ba me cyc qua, c6 luc hai dira em ban tinh nghi hoc
dé di 1am phu ba me, nhung dén ngay tyu trudng 1a 1ong rao ruc
vi ham hoc qua va khi 4y tui em nghi muén thoat khoi canh
nghéo chi ¢6 con dudng hoc van ma thoi”.

Trung 12 mot truong hop kha ca biét, nha em & rat xa, mdi ngay
em di hoc 1a phai di bd truée 70 phut méi kip gio vao 16p. Dén
tham em, Bac Nam & t6i phai goi xe bén nay cau & di bo qua
mAy thira ruong méi dén dugc ngdi nha lop 14 ma ba chéu dang
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nuong nau. Mic du nhimg ngudi 16n trong nha déu khong biét
chir, hai anh em ty  khuyén khich nhau hoc va dat dugc hoc sinh
gioi trong ndm 2005. Hing, ngudi dai dién lo dw 4n Long An, 1a
mot cong nhan tir tinh madi vao thanh phé lam viéc, doi séng chat
vat vura phai lo cho ba me va cac em di hoc & qué. Co6 da khong
ngan ngai nhin bét ddng lwong han hep cua minh mua ting Trung
chiéc xe dap trong chuyén di thim dot II ctia co.

Khi di thuc t& thim cdc em t6i m&i cam nhan duge sy chiu kho
va ham hoc ciing nhu chi clu tién cua cdc em. Mic du kinh té
con khé khin nhung cac em khong quang ngai va ludn cb ging

vuon 1én. T6i chot nhan ra khé khan, hoan canh séng cuc khd
lam nan long ngudi. Nhung véi cac em do chinh la dong luc thic
déy cac em phan ddu hoc gioi hon dé thoat khoi canh nghéo nhu
ba me cac em da va dang cam chiu.3

Nhitng thm bé'lng khen véi 4nh mét tu tin va nu cudi hanh dién &
hanh phuc vo bo khi bao cao Kkét qua hoc tap cua cac em, nhu
mubn nhén goi 161 “ tri 4n” dén nhitng tim 1ong nhan hau da am
thim hd tro trén budc duong dua cac em dén bén bo tri thirc.

Mai Nhon Nguyén, Diéu Hop Vién Dy An

Thuw Cam Ta

Loi ngo

Mai Nhon xin dwoc phép goi dén quy dc gid, quy vi an nhdn bai
viét cua Tran Thi Ngoc Chau. Chau mot budi di hoc, mét budi di
lam giup me. Mac dit hoan canh gia dinh khé khan nhung Chdu
ludn phan ddu trong hoc tip dé khong phu long yéu thuong, tin
cdn cia quy dn nhan. Nién hoc két thic vira qua Chdu duwoc
tuyen chon di thi Tinh va vinh dw dwoc binh chon la hoc sinh
xudt sdc cua triwong THPT Tan Hoi Déng.

Nhdn chuyén vé tham lan nay dwoc dip ¢ lau, méi kham pha
thém nhiéu diéu thét thi vi, cdc em ¢ rat nhiéu nang khiéu khac
nhau ... nhie lam tho, viét lach, vé tranh va hdt rat hay. Riéng
cdc em khéng may man dwoc dén trieong, nay ciing di ¢é mot tay

nghé trong tay, dwoc quyén hy vong thay doi cugc doi lam thué
dé tré thanh mét cé tho may, mot anh tho diéu khdc ... Tat ca cdc
em dd thdt sw thay doi trong cach suy nghi, khéng con mdc cam,
trong hoc dwong cac em da manh dan budc nhitng budc dai tw
tin va gat hai nhiéu két qud trong hoc tdp. Cdc em toi that sy da
lom hon lén trong vong tay yéu thwong cua moi nguoi.

Xin chan thanh tri an dén nhitng tam long nhan di ciia quy vi da
wu Gi ddt niém tin va suci dm cdc em. Thanh quad c6 dwoc ngay
hom nay da va dang duwoc dom hoa, cho nhitng vi thom ngot t6
hirong sdc cho doi va cho cd thé hé mai sau.

27/07/2005
Mai-Nhon - Piéu Hop Vién Dy An

Kinh goi vi an nhdn ciia em!

Pau nam hoc 2004-2005 em rat vinh du va phe‘in khaoi khi duoce
c4c vi an nhén ting cho em mdt phan qua do6 1a hoc bong. Cai
ngay em nhan duoc hoc béng em vui lim! Em khong nghi ré“lng
minh lai ¢6 diém phuc nay. N6 dén voi em that bat ngo. S6 tién
khong 16n nhung dbi voi em @6 1a ca hy vong trong ni€ém vui vo
bo. Vi s6 tién d6 em co6 thé an tdm vé khoang hoc phi hang nam
ngoai ra no ciing da hd trg cho em va me em phan nao khé khin.

“Em quyét tim di khé khdn vét vi mdy em ciing nhit dinh hoc
xong Dai Hoc vi doé khong phdi la wéc mo cua riéng em ma la
wdc mo ciia cd gia dinh...”

C6 18 ai cling c6 mdt hoan canh riéng, mdi ngudi mdi mot hoan
canh khac nhau nhung ho hanh phic hon em 1a dugc cha thuong
yéu, dugc sdng giita tinh anh em. Con em, tir luc sinh ra thi da
khong con cha, d6 chinh 1a mot ndi mat mat 1on nhét ddi v6i em.
Tiéng “cha” em chua ting dugc goi bao gid. Thiéu tinh thuong
cua cha nhung me da cho em tron ven mét tinh thuong ma co 1&
chi ¢6 em méi cam nhan duge. Hoi d6 cha mat con nam trong
bung me dau biét gi? Lon lén nghe me, ba ngoai, ndi ké lai méi
thidy minh that bat hanh. Pang 1& em dd c6 mot ngudi chi da
mang can bénh viém ndo, me phai chay chita ¢ bénh vién Nhi
Pong 1.

Me & trong ay sudt, em phai vé
song véi ngoai, luc d6 em méi
4 tubi (khoéng nhd 15, nghe
ngoai ké). ROi chi cling khong
vuot qua cin bénh, rdi chi ra
di.

= Béy gio nhic lai em ciing chi
nhd man mac 1a minh da duoc
| dat di choi quanh x6m, em

Em Tran Thi Ngoc Cha

khong nhd duoc chit gi vé tudi tho ciia minh. Sau d6 em 16n 1én
va séng nhd bén ngoai. Hién tai bay gid, me chi c6 mdt minh
em, em ciing cam thay budn vi cic ban cing trang Itra thiy ai
cling c6 anh c6 chi... con em chi c6 mgt minh.

Béy gio em di 16n, em da hiéu me phai vét va lo toan nhu thé
nao dé nudi day em 16n khon nhu ngdy nay. Em quyét tim du
kho khan vét va méy em ciing nhat dinh hoc xong Pai Hoc vi do
khéng phai la wéc mo cua riéng em ma la wdc mo cia ca gia dinh
va nhing nguoi than. HOm nhén dugc hoc béng em rat cam
dong vi em biét tir nay bén canh em con biét bao nguoi yeu
thuong quan tam dén em. Trong niém xic dong d6 em s& cb
ging hoc that giéi dé sau nay gitp ich cho doi, gitip nhimg em
ngheo hiéu hoc vuot qua kho khan. Udc mo cua em nhét dinh s&
thanh hién thyc.

Em mong rang quy an nhan nén tiép tuc duy tri mon qua tinh
than nay khong chi cho riéng em ma nén nhan rong ra dé nhimng
ban khac c6 hoan canh khé khan hon em ciling nhan duoc hoc
bbng nhu em dé gitip cac ban va gia dinh phan nao khé khan dé
chiing em an tam hoc tap.

Em cam on quy nhéan da giup d& cho em phan qua nay, no doi
voi em rat quy gia va em s€ khong bao gid quén an hué¢ nay cua
quy an nhan.

Cam sb tién trén tay em thim cau chuc cho quy an nhan va gia
dinh lu6n may man, an khang va truo*ng tho. Trudc nhing tim
long cao quy dy, em nguyén s& cO hoc that gioi, vang 161 me va
thay co dé khong phu long nhimg nguoi da gitp d& em trong
cude sdng & hoc tap trong sudt nhitng nim qua va nhitng nim
toi.

Kinh thu, Tran Thi Ngoc Chdu.

Hoc sinh lop 9, Truong PTCS Tan Hoi Dong, TP Long An. Dad
dat danh hiéu Hoc Sinh Gioi nién hoc 2004-2005.
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HAT MAM UOC MO

“ Ngoi nha em bén dong song nho

suong cho em va cho ca gia dinh.

Suét hoc bdng do 1a dong Iyc thiic day em hoc tot hon va chép
canh cho nhitng udc mo ciia em bay xa hon nlra. Vi vay em tu

Ng6i nha em xa mdy chuyén do”

“Sudt hoc bong dé la dpng lie thiic didy em hoc tét hon
va chap canh cho nhirtng woc mo ciia em bay xa hon

nguyén quyét tim rén luyén tam, tri
cho tot dé tré thanh mot cong dan
¢6 ich cho dat nudc. Du lam mot

Kinh géi: Vi an nhan ctua em.

Qué em nghéo 1dm, x6m lang tiéu diéu xac xo. Ngudi dan dam
dai ning mua, thirc khuya diy sém mong sao com ngay hai
bita...nha em ciing khong ngoai 1€. Gia dinh c6 bay anh em,
com khong du no, 4o khong du méc, nay dira nay 6m mai dua
kia dau. Ba me lam lung vt va sudt ngay, ban mdt cho dat, ban
lung cho troi cbt cho ching em dwoc cdp sach dén trudng nhu
bao dura tré khac.

Nhing tuéng em dd phai roi xa mai trudng dau yéu, gidc mo
dugc vao Trung Hoc s€ khong thanh hién thyc boi kinh té gia
dinh ngay cang eo hep. Thoat tién may mén sao em dugc nhan
suat hoc bong tir nhitng vi 4n nhan cao thugng...thit sung

nghé nao di nira thi em ciing
nguyén gitip d& nhitng ngudi dan nghéo. Va em ciing cau quy
an nhan giup do cac ban c6 hoan canh kho khan cling s€ nhan
dugc hoc bong nhur em vay.

Cudi cung em xin kinh 161 cdm on va cau chuc quy an nhan
duoc nhicu strc khoé va hanh phic.

Tan Hoi Pong, ngay 17 thang 5 nam 2005

Nguoi tri an
Em Pham Thi Kim H(fng.

Hoc sinh lop 10, Truong PTCS Tan Hoi Dong, TP Long An- Dad
dat danh hiéu Hoc Sinh Gioi nién hoc 2004 - 2005.

Nhirng ngay can nhé

Sau day la mot s6 sinh hoat caa nhom cho dén thang 12, chi tiét s& duogc cap nhat trén trang nha http://www.handsforhope.org.au
Quy vi va cac ban muon tham dy hay muon biét thém chi tiét xin lién lac qua email h4h@handsforhope.org.au

. Hop hang thang vao cac ngay Chu Nhét 4/09/2005, 2/10/2005.
. Budi com gy quy cta nhom s& dugce t6 chirc vao ngay Thir Sau 16/09/2005 tai Happy Reception vao lac 7pm
. Hop Thwong Nién (Annual General Meeting) ngay Chi Nhat 6/11/2005

. “8 Hours For Hope Day” vao ngay 5/12/2005

Cudi thang 12, 2005 du thang giéng 2006 mot sd thanh vién clia nhom s& vé Viét nam trong chuyén di hang nim tim cac du 4n

mdi cling nhu dén tham cac noi du an cua H4H dang thuc hién.

Hands for Hope New Website - http://www.handsforhope.org.au

Did you know that Hands for Hope has just updated our website with an exciting ‘new look’ and and up to date information?
Please help us by promoting our website to all your family and friends.

For all the latest news and updates of our activities, please visit our website at http://www.handsforhope.org.au

Hands for Hope New Tin Donation Initiative

Quy vi khong biét lam gi véi nhitng dong tién 16?
Hay nhén lon cua H4H vé bo nhitng dong tién 1& d6 vao, vira
nhe ti quan ban vura giup do tré em nghéo tai Viét Nam duoc
cap sach deén truong.

Céc ban c6 biét khong chi can 50 cents mdi ngiy céac
ban c6 thé giup mot tré em nghéo & Viét Nam hoc
nguyén mot nam trdi. Hiy cung H4H bo dng, gop gid
thanh béo ching ta s& tir tur thay ddi cudc doi cua
nhiing tré em bét hanh tai Viét Nam.

Moi chi tiet xin lién lac cdc dai dién cia H4H gan
noi ¢ ciia ban nhat.

Mr Nam Nguyen - 0411 039 190
Ms Tran Nguyen - 0414 082 092

Footscray -

Springvale -

Don't know what to do with those spare coins?

Why not pick up a donation tin from H4H and you will be
helping the children in Vietnam to obtain an education.

Just 50 cents a day you could help sponsor a child
to attend schooling. Why not give H4H a hand by
donating those spare coins so that we can better
help the children of Vietnam to a brighter future.

For registration and collections, please contact
one of the following Tin Co-ordinators nearest to
your area.

Richmond - Ms Tuyet Nguyen - 0401 026 702
St Albans - Mr Tuan Nguyen - 0439 300 129
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Project summary
Nhung dy an H4H da, dang va sé thuc hién 2004-2006
Téng s6
Dy An / Bia Danh hoc sink Ditu Hop Vién Tdng chiphi $
Bdo trg hoc sinh nghéo - Sponsorship
Bac Liéu 20 Mai Nhon 770
Chanh Tam va hai em Hué & nhiing viing lén cdn 78 Mai Nhon 3,790
Hué & 15 vung lan cén (luong c6 gido diéu hanh cdc LHTT *) 45 Mai Nhon 4,310
cua du an Pleiku. Phii Vang 23 Mai Nhon 735
Long An, Chdu Thanh/Tién Giang 11 Mai Nhon 510
Quang Ngai 14 Mai Nhon 810
Qudng Tri, Gio Linh & Hdi Vinh 41 Mai Nhon 1,800
Song Bé, Tdan Uyén 63 Mai Nhon 2,815
Quy Nhon, Pdo Hji Loc 25 Nhan Nguyen 1,650
Dong Nai, Gia Kiém 5 Phuong Mai 340
Qudng Tri, truong khiém thi 25 Phuong Mai 6,500
Cén Tho, O Mén 130 Thu Duong 6,500
} Saigon - Cha Tien Loc -HBNC 65 Cuong Tran 2,800
Cac em nhan trang bi hoc Ldrr.l Dong, Bdo Loc 80 Thu Duong 3,200
Pleiku 40 Thu Duong 1,200
tap 6 O Mén Cor Do. Cbn En 30 Thu Duong 1,200
Pap Géc - Hué 21 Mai Nhon 1,420
716 40,350
Hoc béng Van Xudn An - Van Xuan An Scholarship
Pa Néng & nhitng ving ldn cdn/Surroundings 48 Nhan Nguyen 3,250
Hué & nhung ving lan cdn/Surroundings 25 Nam Nguyen 2,500
Quang Ngai 9 Mai Nhon 785
82 6,535
: Xay dung & stta sang truong/Infrustructure
ééc em trong dy 4n DPdng Miéu, Thiy Dién Hué - s& sita mot cai bép, nha vé sinh va sdn tradng/
. repair a kitchen, toilet and playground for 2 schools Mai Nhon 2,000
Lam Pong, Bao Loc. 2,000
Nhiing dy dn khdc/Short Term
Komtom (dung cu hoc tap/stationery supplies) 220 Thu Duong 1,500
Nuéi gia siic, Hué dd chi $4,500 cho 5 nam 2003-2007/Cattle Raising 10 Tam Nguyen 2,764
Day nghé, Hué/V ocational Training program 15 Mai Nhon 1,880
Nhitng du dn ngén han/Other short term projects 5,000
11,144
Du 4n Hué va cac ving lan can. T&",g chi phi JLLY
* LHTT: Lop hoc tinh thuong

Dé thwe hign dwoc tit ci nhitng dw dn néu trén, chiing 16 rit mong mdi sy dong gop vé mt tai chdnh tiv phid nhitng manh
thuwong qudn giau long hdo tim. Néu quy vi muon tim hiéu thém vé nhitng duw dn trén, xin lién lac cé6 Phwong Nguyén qua
email h4h@handsforhope.org.au. Hodc néu quy vi muén tré thanh ngwoi bio trg' cho mot trong nhitng dw dn trén, xin quy vi
dién vao phiéu bio tro dwéi ddy va géi vé hop thw ciia H4H. Xin chén thanh cdm on quy vi.

PHIEU BAO TRQ / SPONSORSHIP FORM
T6i mubn bao tro dur 4n (Project SPONSOTING): .............oouuuieiieeeeia e S6 em (No of student sponsoring): ...........

Ho va Ten (NamME): ..ot aee

83T 0V I AN 1a 7] P
bién Thoai (Phone): ...........c.coeiviiiiiinnnn. Mobile: ..o

Email: ..o

S4 tién bao trg (Amount) $.......... M&i 3 thang (every 3 months) 0 MJdi 6 thang (every 6 months) o0 MJi 12 thang (every 12 months) O

Chi phiéu / ngan phiéu xin d& “Hands For Hope Inc.” va géi kém véi phiu bao tro nay dén (Cheque / Money order made payable to “Hands for
Hope Inc.” and forward to:

HANDS FOR HOPE, PO BOX 809 SUNSHINE MDC, VIC 3020 AUSTRALIA



Chuwong Trinh Hiép Hoi véi H4H

Hay hiép hdi va tro thanh Cong Sy clia nhom thién nguyén
H4H dé gitp tré Viét nghéo duoc cap sach dén truong va dé
giup cac em ty tim cho minh mét twong lai tuoi sang hon!

Mot s lgi ich khi co sé thuwong mai cia quy vi tré thanh
Cong Su trong chuong trinh Hiép Hi véi H4H:

. Thién cam cua khich hang & than chu thién vé nhiing
co s¢ thuong mai nao ung hd cong tac thién nguyén

. Quéng bé trén trang nha (website) ciia H4H va ndi lién
dén website cuia Cong Su

. Quéng bé vao nhiing cudc gay quy cua H4H
. Cam ta trén cac co quan truyén thong Viét ngir

. Quaéng ba qua danh sach thanh vién, than hitu va manh
thuong quan ctia nhom (toan quoc)

. Quang ba va ding trong ban tin ban nién cia H4H

. Quang b4 qua dién dan E-mail cua thanh vién, than
hitu va manh thuong quén ctia nhém (toan quoc)

Hiép hdi bing cach nao?

Bao tro tién mit hodc dich vu hodc hién vét co gia tri tuong
duong:

BRONZE $500+
GOLD $2,000+

SILVER 31,000+
PLATINUM $5,000+

Moi chi tiét xin lién lac ban tai chanh (Finance Team)

C6 Phuong Nguyén 0401 242 030
Hodc email: h4h@handsforhope.org.au

Cam ta - Appreciation to our sponsors

Nhém H4H xin chdn thanh cam on sw hé tro tinh than, tai
chdnh, cong sicc va thoi gian cia nhitng quy manh thuong
qudn, quiy hoi doan, doan thé, cac co quan truyén théng va co
SO thuwong mai trong nam tai chanh viea qua. Vi sy han hep
ctia ban tin, ching téi khong thé liét ké hét tdt ca tén, kinh
mong quy vi thong cam.

Chan thanh cam ta cac cong su cia H4H trong chuong trinh
Hiép Hoi (Partnership).

Acknowledgement of contribution & support from all H4H's
current partners

PLATINUM ($5000+) Luu Dung & Nhom But Hoai Bao,
Ong Ba Lwong Minh Déang

GOLD ($2000+) Saigon Cha Luya, Gia dinh Phat Ttir Chanh
Pao, Nhém Au Lac-Na Uy, Ph¢ Dzling Tan Pinh-Richmond,
PTA-QLD, OzQuest, Hoi Ban Nguoi Cui Uc Chau, Ha Long
Restaurant, Hoi Quan Trung Duong

SILVER ($1000+) Thao Nguyen Pharmacy-Richmond, Cha

Lu Ha & friends, Chi Tam-Canberra, L& Loan & family,
Huong Bui, Jacinta Le Property Development Consultants,
Trust-Rite Pty Ltd, Jenny Stephen Charles, Le Thi Thien
Phuong, Phé Hung Vwong-Richmond, Thanh Nguyen &
friends, Triéu Tridn & friends, Van Phong K& Toan Tran
Trung, Medic Oncall, Vuong Quang Thai Son & family-USA,
Dr Thao Nguyen

BRONZE ($500+) Diamond Head Fashions, Beyond 2000, N
Tran Bakery, Kim Travel, Mekong Corporate Services,
Thuong Xa Little Saigon, Hoi Thanh Tin Lanh- Springvale,
Thanh Phong Restaurant, Thy Thy 2, Gia dinh Phat Tt Pai Bi
Quan Am, Trung Tam Gido Dyc Thanh Coéng, Vinh Vinh
Restaurant, Preston Pharmacy, C6 Ma Qui, Bé Uyén & Mac-
Roberton Girls HS, chi Poan My, Dong 3-Da Minh, Rotary
Club -Springvale

Xin lu’g y: Han d‘mh cua chwong trinh hiép hoi voi H4H duoc
thay doi nhw trén ke tur ngay 1/11/2004.

Dé tim hiéu thém vé chuong trinh Hiép Hoi voi H4H, xin vui
long lién lac (If you would like to know more about the pro-
gram Partnership with H4H, please contact) Ms Phuong
Nguyen 040 124 2030, email: h4h@handsforhope.org.au

:I'\)Q

Ly

B9 sach “Truyén Ngu Ngon” do Nhom but Hoai Bao thuc hién

1 - Khuyén khich cac em trau doi tiéng Viét.
2 - Gay quy cho hoi tir thién Gop Mot Ban Tay (Hands for Hope)

Puoc xuét ban v6i hoai bdo 14 tré em Viét trén dat ngudi s& khong quén tiéng Viét.

Tré em nghéo trén dét Viét duoc hoc doc, hoc viét ng6n nglt minh trén chinh qué

> Véi muc dich:
Ir/ B sach L" '; )\‘;
Truyén Ngu Ngoén| ¢ /
Tap 1
¢ QuavaCéo huong minh.
® Tho vaRua
® Con Qua khon ngoan
\ ®  Enva loai chim ] *
"'I‘ ®  Chudt Ddng va chugt Nhit *
Qua va dan Cong *

Nhom but Hoai Bao ¥ g

Xin lién lac ¢6 Phuong Nguyén

Pang Thi Luu Dung, Nhém but Hoai Bao

Néu quy vi c6 thé nhan sach ban dum, hodc dé con em quy vi c6 mét tap truyén ngu ngon:
Do chinh tay tac gia vé tranh & thyc hién

100% loi nhuén giup gay quy cho H4H

Hon 120 trang hinh anh séng d6ng, di mau trén gidy bong

s Trinh bay bang tiéng Viét

* Gia chi $20 mét bo

qua mobile 0401 242030
hodc email h4h@handsforhope.org.au
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Cudc Di B¢ Gay Quy 2005

“Two roads diverged in a wood,
And I took the one less travelled by

And that has made all the difference.”
Robert Frost - The Road Not Taken

Bai tho trén dwoc viét boi Robert Frost, Con Puong Khong
Chon (The Road Not Taken) mang that nhidu y nghia siu sic.
Cai 161 mon ma it ai biét dén éy ¢ thé 1a mot diéu tdt hodc
nguoc lai; va diéu d6 hoan toan tly theo sy chon lya ctia mdi
ching ta trong cudc soéng hién tai. Cudc séng voi nhiéu s ngiu
nhién va kh ma ¢6 thé doén trude duge.

Va di€u co ban ¢ day la nhiing sy lya chon ctia chiing ta trong
cugc song...

Dbi v6i nhitng tré em sinh séng & cac nuéc ma ching ta goi 1a
'Thé gidi thir ba', trong d6 Viét Nam 1a mot thi du dién hinh, sy
chon lya khong co tdn tai. No tuy thudc vao cai xa hdi ma cac
em dang séng. Nhu chuyén hoc van, duoc cip sach dén truong
1a ca mot dic an ddi v6i cac em va 1& di nhién 1a khong thé
thiéu di sy chu cép vé mat tai chanh. Vi néu khong co6 sy hé trg
éy thi cac em chi c6 mot lya chon duy nhét, d6 1a: Canh nghéo
tung.

o

alk-a-Thon 2005-Fairfield Pa}:if_‘;;?,'

Chinh vi thé ma nhém Gop Mot Ban Tay da va dang nd luc to
chire cude di bd (Walk-a-thon) gay quy hing nam dé co thé cho
cac em mot su lua chon bang quang hon trén con duong hoc
véAn. Véi su lua chon éy, mot cudc séng kha quan va tuoi sang
s€ rong m& don chao cac em.

Cudc di b nam nay da duoc td chirc tai Fairfield Park, mot vi tri
méi va khéac hin so véi hai ndm vira qua va da thu hut dugc su
tham gia ctia nhiéu gidi tré va cac hoi doan. Muc dich chinh cia
cude di b khong chi don thuin 1a cong viéc gdy qily nhung
dong thoi ciing 14 mot co hi dé chung ta ¢ thé tham gia cac
hoat dong xa hdi mot cach lanh manh va vui tuoi.

Nhan day ching toi xin chan
thanh cam on cac ban, cac
manh thuong quin va céc
hoi doan da gop phan vao su
thanh cong cta cudc di bo
niam nay. Tong sb tién thu
duoc trong cudc di bd vira
qua 14 $9,000 Uc kim.

Nam Nguyén,
Ban T4 Chuc
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8 Hours For Hope (8H4H)

‘Donate a work day to help educate children in Viet-

“8 Hours For Hope” (8H4H) is an exciting initiative
hosted by Medic OnCall a medical locum service based in
Victoria, where by doctors take part in locum work and
donate partial or all of their income of the day to Hands for
Hope. All monies raised will be distributed among many of
our projects helping disadvantaged children in Vietnam
giving them a helping hand to a brighter future.

“The event aims at raising money for Hands for Hope’s
existing projects in helping needy children through edu-
cation in Vietnam”.

“I would encourage all doctors to participate and give a
small portion of their locum to this worthwhile event”
Dr Joseph Sgroi of Medic OnCall.

“We are pleased to see business partners like Medic On-
Call collaborating on this new and exciting initiative. We
want to congratulate Medic OnCall for their great efforts
in this initiative” Dr Khiem Ngo, co-founder of Hands For
Hope.

Ten doctors have already registered to take part in this
unique event. Their donation of a day’s earning would al-
low up to 150 students to have an opportunity to continue
their schooling for another year.

Following the successful trial of “8 Hours For Hope”
hosted by Medic Oncall, Hands For Hope will be officialy
launching “8 Hours For Hope” on Monday the Sth of
December 2005.

Be it a teacher, a factory worker, a lawyer, an accountant,
everyone can participate in this event by ‘giving a hand to
make a difference.’

“We would like to see 8 Hours For Hope be recognised
and become an annual event. On this particular day, par-
ticipants from different professions and industries will
come to work just like any other day but with one differ-
ence, knowing their effort on that day will help the chil-
dren in Vietnam help themselves out of illiteracy and pov-
erty”. Cuong Tran, Hands For Hope President.

To register your interest for SH4H please contact:
Via email: h4h@handsforhope.org.au

0401 242 030

0412 503 158

Ms Phuong Nguyen
Mr Tam Nguyen

MEDIC ONCALL

“Specialising in medical recruitment and
placenenrs across Australio & New Zeal and ™

http://www.mediconcall.com.au/




President’s Message

Dear Friends and Supporters,

Welcome to Hands for Hope’s second newsletter of the year.
2005 so far has been an extremely busy year for the manage-
ment committee and our volunteers. In March 05, we had suc-
cessfully held our annual walkathon at Yarra Bend Park with
participation from many local organization and individuals
alike. The event raised over $9,000 and more importantly gen-
erated further awareness of Hands for Hope’s work in Vietnam.
The team is now well into organizing our next and biggest
event, the annual fund raising dinner which will be held on the
16™ of September. Please see inside this newsletter for more
detail on this event.

As Hands For Hope continues its mission to assist underprivi-
leged children in Vietnam with their education and medical
needs, we also continue to find many more children deserving
of our help. With the compassion and desire to extend our as-
sistance to these children, we are striving to reach out to the
wider communities and seek further support with some new
and exciting fund raising initiatives.

With this newsletter, we are launching our sponsorship pro-
gram appeal. Our aim is to find sponsors for 500 children by

the end of this year. Sponsors will receive profiles of each child
and a yearly report of the child’s schooling progress. With as
little as $4 a month to sponsor a child, I believe our target is
very realistic and achievable. I hope you will support this ap-
peal and sponsor a child today.

Leading up to our fund raising dinner, we are also selling Tatts
lottery tickets. It is a fitting coincidence that we are selling lot-
tery tickets to help the children because thousands of children
in Vietnam sell lottery tickets on the street everyday to earn a
little extra money for their family to survive. Last year we sold
13,000 tickets and hope to sell more this year. We have also
started our tin collection drive and our children’s tales books
donated by Luu Dung are still looking for more homes to go to.
Please see inside for more details on these and many more ini-
tiatives.

Having visited our projects and the children in Vietnam, I can
testify that our work are making a difference to the children,
differences that are life changing and hope giving to those who
are most impoverished and most underprivileged. I hope you
will continue your support and allow Hands For Hope to con-
tinue our work, helping those who are most in need.

Sincerely, Cuong Tran

Hands For Hope President

Member Interview: Nam Nguyen

Can you introduce a bit about yourself?

It’s hard to say because you can’t talk about yourself or your
characters in just a few words. We need to talk face to face then
it will be easier to describe.

If you have to describe yourself in three words, what would
you say?

Quiet, not easy to be close and introverted person (close friends
may be different...)

Are you still studying or working currently?

I have been working for a few years now. My job is providing
services to university students at Victoria University, helping
them with their queries, making life at uni more enjoyable.

What are your interests?

I love to travel but don’t have enough money to travel much.
Singing and listening to music are my passions, without them
life would be tasteless.

What was your motivation to join H4H, When and how?

After a longtime in the VSA, I was ready to retire but was
dragged into H4H by a girlfriend. I found everyone in H4H
very friendly and enjoyable to work with so decided to join the
group. Working with the group, I gradually realized that my
contributions have made a difference by changing and improve
the living conditions of many unfortunate children in Vietnam.
Hence I continued to participate and be more involved in the
groups activities

What is your title within the group?

The first two years, I was the group’s secretary. Currently I am
External Vice-President.

Can you describe what kind of works you have been actively
involved in H4H?

Apart from doing administration work as a secretary and Exter-
nal Vice President, I have been involved in other aspect within
my capabilities, more specifically, I have organised H4H Walk-
aThon for the last three years and our Fund Raising Dinner for
the last two. Beside that, I also help with the Red Cross March
Appeal and also helping with the Vietnamese Radiothon Fund-
raising event on SBS Radio.

What difficulties have you encountered whilst working in
HA4H? What have you gained from this experience?

We have many excellent and experienced members in the
group which I have gained many valuable skills. One of them
being leadership skill as I am not good at this and to compro-
mise and to achieve a common goal.

What are your wish and aspirations?

My wish is to earn enough money so that I can support my
family and also save a bit so that I can travel sometimes. In
addition, tohave good health so I can continue to give a hand to
the group’s activities.

Who do you want to be interviewed in our next newsletter?

Any of our new members.

Friday Night Sport

Hands for Hope members not only work hard but also play hard! We gather every Friday night after a hard working
day to play volleyball and badminton at Melbourne University High School. This is a great bonding time for all Hands
for Hope members. If you would like to come along and have some fun contact Phuong Nguyen on 0401 242 030.
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Long An - The Journey

Long An is the first of my many destina-
tions for my six months journey of get-
ting closer to Hands for Hope’s projects.

At 5 o’clock in the morning I caught the |
bus close to my place and arrived at the
interchange terminal. From there I can
then change to the My Tho - Go Cong
route. I arrived in Tan An, which bor-
ders with Long An and Tien Giang (Mekong Delta). Turing into
an alley not far away from the main road, I could see the im-
mense rice fields spreading endlessly in front of my sight. The
city’s polluted atmosphere had been wept away by a refreshing
pleasant smell of the rice seedlings from the field.

The first home that I came to visit is Hong’s family (Uncle
Nam’s daughter). The house is made of a simple roof with palm
leaves situated on the riverbank. Hong is one of the excellent
students in the Long An project that Hands for Hope is currently
funding. Uncle Nam was happy to leave aside the farm work for
that day and volunteered to drive me around the town to visit
another student in the same project.

Uncle Nam drove me through the winding and narrowing alleys
with surfaces with pit-holes that are in desperate need to be
filled up. Some of the roads are only wide enough just to ac-
commodate the width of a motorbike’s wheel, which made driv-
ing very difficult and “scary”. As for bad divers like me, driving
off the road would be no question!

113

Not far from Hong’s house is Hang’s family. All this “so-
called” house has is a roof and no walls! standing lonely be-
tween the paddocks. Hang lives with her father. Even though
they are poor but at least they are modestly happy and look out
for one another. Only in grade 3 but Hang is already so inde-
pendent. She helps her father around the house and can even
cook by herself. Without any help from her illiterate father,
Hang is striving to manage all the school tasks and manages to
achieve “good-student” appellation in the last academic year. As
we spoke, she expressed just a simple wish to become a teacher
so that she can help kids in the same situation.

Phung and Linh Chi are from the same village and both grew up
as good friends and workmates. Since secondary year, they have

been working as palm leaf conical hat-makers. Subjected a to
tough and challenging life, they try even harder and with great
efforts, they have achieved and maintained good results at
school in consecutive years. Linh Chi shared with me: "My

parents are working so hard. There are times when Phung and
¢ 1 have thought about giving up school to find some work to

help our parents. Because we are so eager to study, we believe
the only way to top poverty is through education.”

Trung is quite a special situation. He lives very far away from
school. It takes him 70 minutes walking to be on time for class
everyday. To get to his house, we had to leave our motorbike on
the side of the bridge, walked a long distance through the rice
field to get to his house where he and his brothers and grand-
mother live. Despite the fact that all the adults in the family are
illiterate, Trung and his brothers encourages each other to study
hard. As a result, they have achieved excellent scores in the
year 2005. Hang (one of our representative in Vietnam) who is
engaged in the Long An project have just moved to work in the
city. Her life is still difficult and struggles everyday to support
her parents back at home and her siblings to attend school. De-
spite all that, she did not hesitate to put aside some money from
her already limited salary to buy Trung a bike on her second
visit, so that Trung can go to school on the bike instead of walk-
ing.

After my visit, I really could see that the childrens are extremely
committed to studying and willing to overcome the hardship
with a strong believing mind. Even though still caught in diffi-
cult financial situations, they try hard to stand up against pov-
erty with great courage. I now realised the difficulties and chal-
lenges that these unfortunately children face which can really
discourage them. But with these students, this is what gives
them the strength to strive and study harder in the hope that they
can free themselves from such hardship that their parents have
been and are still enduring.

With such brave efforts and achievements, they are the pride of
their parents who are proud with inexpressible happiness. We
too are very proud to support them through their journey to edu-
cation, knowing that they do have great strength to strive to
shake of the hardship reaching out for a better knowledge which
leads to the better life.

Mai Nhon Nguyen, Project Coordinator

‘Ké gop cua, nguoi gop cong’

o  Céc chuong trinh khuyén khich bao trg tir c4 nhan (Individual
Sponsorship)

Ngoai tim 10ng thién, hai yéu t6 luon 1a van d& nhirc nhdi dé 1am nén  Pé lam dirge nhitng viée do, chiing 16i can rat nhiéu thién nguyén vién

viéc la nhan sy va ngén quy. Dé c6 thé tiép tuc thuc hién nhimg dy 4n

liét ké (trén trang 5), hing ndam H4H c6 nhimg hoat dong giy quy sau:
e Dibo cho tré tho Viét Nam (Walk for the children of Vietnam)
o Com gay quy (Annual Fundraising Dinner)
o Bénvésd (Tattsloto Ticket Fundraising )
« Lién déi vai cac hoi doan va cac co quan khac dé giy quy
(Organitional Partnership)

e Chuong trinh béo trg tir cac thuong gia (Business Partnership)

tham gia nhitng lanh vuc sau day:

o Ban gy quy - Fundraising Committee (FC)
o Ban tai chanh - Finance Team (FT)
o Ban thong tin - Web & Media Team (WMT)

« Vanhiing cong viéc didu hanh khac

Pirng ngai néu quy vi khéng cé kinh nghiém vi H4H chi can tam long
thién nguyén. Xin lién lac Cwong Tran dé biét thém chi tiét qua so
mobile 0438 612 418 hodc email h4h@handsforhope.org.au

Page 9




Letters of Thanks - Foreword

Below is a letter written by one of Hands for Hope’s scholar-
ship recipient, Tran Thi Ngoc Chau.

Chau attend school half a day and spends the other half work-
ing to help her mother make ends meet. Despite all the hard-
ship the family has to endure, Chau always strive to succeed in
her studies as a sign of appreciation of the trust and kindness
given to her by her sponsors. In fact, last school year she rep-
resented her school to compete at province level and was hon-
ored with an Excellent Student Award.

With this trip, I have more time to spend with the children and
discovered many interesting things. They have many talents...
like writing poetry and essay, painting and some can even sing
beautifully. For those who have been less fortunate to receive
a formal education, through the support of H4H's sponsors,
they have gained a trade or skill through our vocational train-
ing program. This gives them some independence to work for

themselves and earn a decent living as tailor or a sculptor as
opposed to slaving away as labourers. I noticed that there
were big changes in their thinking and through learning they
have gained confidence and higher self-esteem. These children
excel in their studies, making many big steps and achieving
many wonderful results, and I do feel that these children have
truly grown up in the loving arms of their supporters.

1 take this opportunity to express my deep and sincere thanks
for the kindness, trust and comfort you have given to these
children when they needed it most. Your contributions and
efforts have blossomed and beared the fruit for these children
and their future generations can now have the opportunity to
smell, taste and experience the better sweetness of life.

27/07/2005
Mai-Nhon, Project Coordinator

A letter of thanks to my Benefactors

I am very excited and honored to receive your precious gift — a
scholarship for my school year 2004 -2005. 1 was extremely
happy to know that I was granted this scholarship. I did not think
I was fortunate to receive this honor as it came quite unexpected.
The grant is small but to me it’s my hope and an indescribable
happiness. With this scholarship, I can concentrate on my study
and don’t have worry about school fee. It will also help to ease
the hardship for my mother and myself.

“I promise myself that no matter how hard or difficult it is I will
finish a University degree. This is not just my dream but also my
whole family and close relatives’ dream as well...”

Everyone has their own circumstances but I did not have the
chance to be loved by my father or siblings. The biggest lost for
my life was being born without a father. I have no one to call
“Dad”. To compensate this, my mother has given me all of her
care and love that only I can sense it.

My dad passed away before I was born. I had a sister but she
suffered from meningitis. I was four at the time and was under
the care of my grandma while my mum stayed in the hospital to
care for my sister. In the end she could not overcome her illness
and left us behind.

I only had vague memories of my childhood. I was playing
around my neighborhood and growing up under the care of my
grandma. Now it’s just my mum and I at home and I sometimes
feel lonely seeing my friends with their siblings and both parents
in the family.

As T get older I realized how hard it is for mum to bring up a
child by herself. I promise myself that no matter how hard or
difficult it is, I will finish a University degree. This is not just my
dream but also my whole family and close relatives’ dream as
well. I was deeply touched to be granted this scholarship because
apart from my family, I know that there are many other people
who love and care for me as well. I will study hard and succeed
so I can help other unfortunate students who would love to learn
to overcome their hardship.

I hope that you will continue to support this scholarship and ex-
pand it to other students who are in deeper hardship than me.
Your support will help their family to overcome their difficulties
so their children can concentrate on studying.

I take this opportunity to send my sincere thanks for granting me
the scholarship. It is a precious gift and your kindness will for-
ever be in my heart.

I wish you and your family all the very best with good health and
well wishes. Your kindness has touched me and I promise to
make good grades, listen to my mother and teachers and will not
let down so many people who have given me support for my
study.

Kind Regards, Tran Thi Ngoc Chau
Year 9 student, Tan Hoi Dong High School. Long An Province
Achieved Excellent Student Award School year 2004-2005

“ My house beside a small river

Seed of Hope

My countryside is an extremely poor place, my village is in the
utmost poverty. People in the village are hard working no matter
when it rains or shine. They get up at dawn and go home at dusk
to make their ends meet. My family is no exception.

I have seven siblings and my parents can not really provide
enough food and clothing for all of us. They work day in day out
trying to earn enough money to feed us and send us to school.

With the ever increasing cost of living and the hardship we en-
dured, I thought that I had to quit school and my dream of finish-
ing high school will not be fulfilled. However, my family and 1
was relieved that I was granted this scholarship from your gener-
ous donation.

This scholarship will be a motivation and incentive to keep me

The distance of many ferry trips”

studying harder and help my dreams turn into reality. I promise
to learn and train myself to become a useful citizen. Whatever |
do in the future, I will help people in disadvantaged circum-
stances. I hope that more scholarships and sponsorships are
available to other students who are also enduring from hardship
like myself.

Lastly, I’d like to send my appreciation and wish you much hap-
piness and good health.

Tan Hoi Dong May 17, 2005

Pham Thi Kim Hong

Year 10 student, Tan Hoi Dong High School. Long An Province
Achieved Excellent Student Award School year 2004-2005
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H4H Walk-a-Thon 2005

"Two roads diverged in a wood,
And I took the one less traveled by,
And that has made all the difference."
Robert Frost — The Road Not Taken

The above poem by Robert Frost, ‘The Road Not Taken’ has
many profound interpretations. The ‘road less traveled’ can be
good or perhaps even bad, depending on the choices we make in
life. Life can be seen as unpredictable and random.

Basically it is
about the
‘choices’ you
make in life...

For some chil-
dren in the
third  world
countries, like
Vietnam  for
instance, there
is no choice.
‘Choice’ s
very  much
dependent on society. Take education for example, it is a
priviledge to go to school in Vietnam if you have financial sup-
port. Without this financial support, the only choice’s these chil-
dren’s have is a life of poverty.

Hands for Hope organises a Walk-a-thon every year to try and
raise enough money to offer this ‘choice’ of a better education to
these children. With a choice, it will ultimately lead to a better
life.

This year the Walk-a-thon was held at Yarra Bend Park, a new
and fresh location as compared to the two previous years. The
Walk-a-thon traditionally attracts many young enthusiastic indi-
viduals and other diverse groups. The aim is not primarily to
fundraise, but also to promote a sense of fun through exercising
and active participation in social activities.

We would like to thank all our friends, sponsors and other asso-
ciations who have contributed to this year’s successful Walk-a-
thon.

The total money raised from this year’s Walk-a-thon event was
$9,000.

Nam Nguyen, Walkathon organising committee

H4H,_ president presents a medal & certificate to
: tht—."yﬂik-a-thon first prize winner

Charity or Community Development?

Charity or Change: A question for community development.

Hands for Hope Inc. begins its journey as a charity organisation
with the overall aim of helping poor and needy children in Vietnam.
As the organisation becomes more established, there is a question of
need for a paradigm shift, so that the organisation may operate at
the optimum level of efficiency. We might want to ask the question
whether it is appropriate to replace “charity” with “community de-
velopment”.

Using the analogy of “giving a man a fish or teach the man how to
fish”, charity is the “giving the fish” whilst development is about “
teaching how to fish”. Beyond development is social change, where
“fishing techniques and practices are enhanced and fair trading is
endorsed”.

Charity is about social service for example providing food, clothing
and shelter, which tend to respond to immediate needs whilst social
change responds to long-term needs. Hence charity is directing at
the “effect” of social issues because it addresses the problems that
already exists. On the other hand, social change ultimately focuses
directly at the root of social problems, that is, addressing the under-
lying structures or the “causes” of these problems.

Both charity and social change are good qualities and are helpful
towards the poor and needy, however they are different and there-
fore need to be clearly defined and differentiated.

The fundamental process of development is helping poor people to
work their way out of poverty and assisting them to enhance their
capacity to realise their potential, consequently reducing some of
the barriers that they face. These barriers could be local — for exam-
ple, they do not have enough money to pay their children’s school
fees. Other barriers however, could be endemic — inadequate fund-
ing is allocated to the local school. Or they could be international —
where there exists inequalities in access to education and technol-
ogy advancement.

We tried to correlate this paradigm with our projects by aiming to
help students on a longer-term basis and looking for ways to address
long-term impact rather than handing out a once off education fund-
ing. For example, one of our projects is looking at vocational train-
ing for the students so they can earn a living, which would be a
more realistic goal for some. Another project is looking at income
generation for the family, so that the students are free from the bur-
den of assisting the family on a full time basis, which give them
time to study.

Therefore it is the question of “WHY” we should be asking and not
the “HOW?” when approach a problem that the community is facing.
The “WHY” has long-term commitment to the process of social
change because we understand that a quick fix will never solve the
greater inequities of poverty. With that in mind, there is a strong
belief that charity alone may not solve the problems of poverty, but
rather work that embodies social change will.

On a more philosophical point, charity has a compassionate dimen-
sion, which at the receiving end, may be seen as condescending or
patronizing. This may have further implications on the community
wherein it complicates things further by nurturing the cycle of de-
pendency of the local people and promotes the complexity of “aid
fungibility” which has been proven to be inherent amongst these
communities. In contrast, community development is about em-
powering people to reach their potential and therefore would have a
better outcome.

As we begin to reconcile the difference between charity and social
change, we will awaken not only our individual responsibility but
also our greater societal responsibility to engage and act to build a
more sustainable society.

Tam Nguyen

Tam is one of the founding members of Hands for Hope and
also a board member of Engineers Without Borders. Australia
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