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Nam 2002 s& 1a nam ban ron khong kém gi nam
dau thanh lap cia H4H. Ngoai viéc cd nhan, con
bao nhiéu thaoi gig, anh chi em trong nhém déu co
gang don hét vao nhiing viéc trong ngoai cia H4H.

Loi dung dip nghi he vao thdng 11-12 nam 2001
vira qua, bon thanh vién cta ching toi da vé Viét
Nam thuc hién mdt s6 cong viéc cho H4H, trong
do, viéc tim hiéu nhu cau dé gitp d& cac em ngheo,
mo coi va khi€m thi da dac biét dugc quan tam dén.

Sau nhiing can nhic ky ludng, nay H4H dang
ndm trong tay thém hai du 4n méi. Nam nay, chiing
toi dac biét quan thm dén cac em mo cdi tai Sai gon
va cdc em nghéo, nan nhan ctia nhiing tran i lut
kinh hoang thudc cdc viing dong biang song Ciu
Long, dién hinh 1a huyén O-Mon, Can Tho. Trong
nhiing trang k& ti€p, cdc Dieu Hgp Vién s€ trinh
bay chi ti€t hon ciing nhiing hinh anh va cong viéc
chiing toi da va dang thuc hién cho hai du 4n méi
nay.

Nam 2002 s€ 1a nam véi nhiing khé khan lic
nao ciing san sang dén cho. Trong nhiing khé khin
nay, diéu lam anh chi em trong nhém quan tam hang
dau la van dé nhan su. Cang ngay cong viéc cua
H4H cang phét trién thi nhu cau nhéan sy cang tang.
Mot ban tay khong lam dugc gi, nhung nhiéu ban
tay sé dem lai thanh qua ddng ké. Ban nhan su rat
can nhiing ban tay thién nguyén ctia quy vi va cic
ban dén v6i H4H ngay bay gio, ngay lic nay!
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Ban than mén, khong ¢6 nhiing su hd trg thantinh ctia céc ban, thanh cong sé khong bao

gi0 dén v6i H4H. Ching toi mong ude ching ta ti€p tuc cing nhau hoach dinh nhiing du dn

cho tuong lai cia H4H. Chiing ta s&€ cing nhau tao mot stic s6ng méi cho cac ban nho & Viét

Nam va "make a difference"!

Hen thu sau,
Nguyén Thi Thanh Nhan
Trudng Ban Diéu Hanh

Chdong Trinh Sinh Hogt Cho Tré Em
Ty Nan Viét Nam G Phi Luat Tén

Trong thang 2 nam 2002, Pam Baker Foundation (PBF) da dugc thanh lap tai
Melbourne. Thanh vién ban diéu hanh PBF gom c6 Luat Su Trinh Hoi, Ong Richard
Baker, BS Nguyén Tién, Ba Jaclyn Fabre, Ong Rob Stewart, Ba Anne Marden va nhém
H4H.

Ciing trong dip nay, LS Trinh Hoi, Cong Dong Nguoi Viét Tu Do/VIC va nhém
H4H da t chitc mot budi com gay qu§ cho Pam Baker Foundation va nhitng sinh hoat
trong tuong lai.

Ciing nhu nam ngodi, nhém H4H du dinh s& t6 chitc mot s6 sinh hoat cho tré em
ty nan Viét Nam tai Phi Luat Tan trong nam 2002 nhu sau:

1) Trung Thu
2) Trai he
3) Hoc Béng Pam Baker (PBS)

Chi phi du tinh cho nhiing sinh hoat nay vao khoang 5700 Uc kim. Nhém H4H s&
dam trach viéc t6 chifc va digu hanh tryc ti€p hoac gidn ti€p qua ngudi dai dién & Phi
cho nhiing sinh hoat néi trén. Pam Baker Foundation s€ trang trai tit ca chi phi cho
nhiing sinh hoat nay .

Muon biét thém chi ti€t vé nhiing chuong trinh sinh hoat cho tré em ty nan Viét
Nam & Phi Luat Tan, xin lién lac truc ti€p vé6i dieu hop vién:

Nguyén Tuan Ngo6 Minh Khiém
tuthuc@yahoo.com minhkhiem@hotmail.com
Mob: 0403-307-710 Mob: 0411-057-215
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Toilai tro vé Sai Gon ...

Hai ngay lién tiép, toi bo
mdi ngdy hai tiéng ngoi & mot
quén c6c ban nude mia gan chg
Bén Thanh. Trong khoang thoi
gian d6, mdi ngay co6 it nhat 1a
15 ngudi moi tdi mua vé so, va
trén dudi 10 nguoi 1a tré em
trong do tudi di hoc, tir 6 dén
15 tubi.

T6i mua cho mdi dia nho
mdi dia 1 td vé s0, trén td vé
ghi tudi tic, tai sao em di ban,
qué quén tir dau. Phan 16n cac
em tir mién Trung vao day ki€ém
song, bd ca hoc hanh. O Viet
Nam, dau c6 mot nghé nao
(ngoai an xin) ma khong can
von nhu nghé ban vé s6, nén vé
s6 dugc cha me cho con em
thodi mai di ban, kiém miéng
bo bung cdi da, con nhiing viéc
khéc tinh sau. Toi nghi vé nhitng
viéc nho nhat nhat ma ching ta
&bén nay c6 thé 1am dugc. Nghi
vé su nhin an mdi thdng mot to
phd Dziing c6 thé bio ddm mot
em dugc dén trudong, nghi vé du
4n bao trg hoc sinh nghe¢o ma
Hands For Hope dang thuc hién
G Hué ....

Mot trong nhitng muc dich
clia chdng toi trong chuyén di

=

Chi Thiéu Anh, mot thanh vién cia H4H tai
Viét Nam dang phat qua cho cac em
la tim mot s6 noi can sy gidp d cia ching ta bén nay.
Trudc khi rdi Uc, mot anh ban trong nhém c¢6 néi véi toi:
"Em vé Sai gon dé' y c6 mot tu si mi nuoi muoi may em
mu". D6 1anhiing diéu ma hai ching t6i biét vé may thay
trd khiém thi nay.

Mot tuan & Sai gon, chiing toi hoéi tham rat nhieu ngudi
nhung khong ai biét tung tich cua thay tro no, ngay ca nhitng
nguoi da ting lam nhitng cong chuyén thién nguyén. Toi
sdp stra bo cudc vi bén canh d6, con nhiéu ngudi, nhieu
viéc can dugc lam.

Nhung ¢ 1€ 1a than giao cach cam nén c6 mot nguoi
ban tir Canada (thuoc trong nhom ban di bao tro muoi may
em mii 0 Qudng Tri trong du dn QTR ctia nhom H4H) gbi
mot cdi email hoi tham mot ngudi tu sitén NQP ma anh ta
da doc dau do trong mat trang bdo. Khi nhan dugc email
clia ngudi ban nay, trong 1ong t6i mang nhiéu nghi van.
Khong khéo anh ta va toi dang di tim ciing mot ngudi, chi
c6 cdi toi khong biét tén nguoi nay thoi. Nhung lién sau
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d6, mot anh ban khac da tim
ra bai viét vé thiy tro clia tu si
NQP.

Thé 1a t6i va ngudi ban
dong hanh tra lung nhu trinh
tham thi thiét. May thay trong
bai viét c6 ghi tén duong nha
cta thay trdo NQP. Md mam
mot hoi lau thi thdy c6 mot
con dudng nhu ngudi viét da
ta & quan Tan Binh. Thoi thi
tién c6 xe, ching toi dén cai
cho gan d6 hoi tham, néu qua
la thay tro ho & d6 thi ngudi
trong chg phai biét.

To6i dén, chl quén lu bu
don dep, sau mot ngay lam
viéc mét moi, ho lac dau néi
khong biét cho xong. Trong
long toi rat lo ngai 1a bai viét
cliatac gia da danglauroi va
dé 1a can nha tam cu. Ro ga di
doc theo con dudng gap mot
chi ban hang rong. Chi vui vé
bao rang lau lau khoang 5, 6
gio chiéu ciing c6 gap mot
nhém mu dat nhau di qua lai
nhung ma khong biét & dau.
Hy vong bimg 1én vi biét rang
ho c6 & chung quanh day. Toi
hoi chiéu dén ho di vé huéng
nao va ci theo hudng dé6 hoi
tham thém. Di khoang 5 phiit,
chiing t6i quay xe lai d6 xing
tai mot tiém ban xang 18. Chi
ngudi Quang nay c6 vé ranh
noi day nén hoi tham chi ta chi
ngay nha cua thay tro NQP &
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khdc nao. Ra theo 16i chi ta chi, gap mot thang nho béan vé
s0. Thang bé lanh 1gi chi vao con hém, tim nha ghi chit
"MATA". T6i nhin n6 biét on, trong long mimg vui khon
siét. Nguoi ban di chung mdc tii tang né 10,000 dong!

Ching t6i chay vao trong con hém t6i tam, thing nho
dugc tien mimg qud, chay theo xe roi vuogt qua khoi xe, dan
chiing t6i dén tan cin nha gac nhé nhin, cdng sit, bén ngoai
c6 bang dé "MATA". Thé 1a tim ra ho roi! Toi mimg nhu bat
dugc vang.

Trude khi di, chiing toi cling khong chic tim ra thay trd
ho nén khong chuén bi sin tinh than. Tuy nhién, gap dugc
cdc em la ching t6i d@ mén ngay. Hai dita theo chan thay tro
cliaho 1én gac. Ngoi tro chuyén roi dan ca. C6 11 em tir 8
dén 25 tudi. Thing bé nho nhat tén Hao, tir Hai Duong vao
trong day. Thing bé cat giong thanh th6t nhu chim, hay nhu
Michael Jackson hat ngay anh ta con bé.

"Ta no mia Thu mot bai ca, 14 rung suong mii. 7a da no
ai, bao nam roi ma chua tra noi.

Mot nu cuoi md liim dong xu. Mot nu cuor md liim dong
xu'.

Doi mit n6 ruén 1én, toan trong tring. Moi map may
theo ti€ng dan guitar cia Tam, mot em mi khac. Dén phan
diep khiic, mot em khic, Phuéc trac 16 tudi be véi Hao:

Hai thanh vién ctia H4H & Uc vé
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" No qué huong mot chim khé ngot.

No cude doi mot lan diang cay .

No con mua mot lan uct do .

No troi qué mot canh diéu bay..."

Cac em hat vé nhiing con ng ngap dau
clia cic em ma ngoi dé toi nghi dén céi ng
clia toi doi v6i cac em!? Ching toi hen cic
em ngay mai s€ trd lai choi 1au hon, va sé tra
ng b6t diim cdc em bang mot bai hat.

Hom sau, t6i moi thém mot s6 ban khéac
dén tham cédc em. Chiing t6i mua tang mdi
em mot chiéc so mi trang lam dong phuc dé
mac ngay hom sau, tic 3/12, ngay quéc t€
danh cho nguoi khuyét tat, 1a ngay cac em di
thi dau véi cdc ban khuyét tat khac. Chiing
toi mua tang cic em mot cay thong Noel, mua
xong r6i méi nhé cac em khong thdy dugc.
Ciing d&, mua cai dén c6 nhac Jingle Bell,
cac em nghe dugc, con phan con lai cac em
dung tay md mam ma nhan dién. T4t cd ngoi
thanh mot vong tron, thay phién nhau hat ca
bén ti€ng dan guitar va nhitng chi€c banh
ngot. Phai cong nhan thang bé Hao hit qua
hay, c6 kha nang thanh thién tai nhu Jackson
chit chéng choi!
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Sang hom sau, trudc khi di mién Tay, toi
va hai ngudi ban c6 dén ting ho tinh than cho
céc em trong lan thi ddu ba b mon, di nham
huéng, kéo co va trinh dién ca nhac trong ngay
1€ gianh cho ngudi khuyét tat. Ching toi ldc
nao ciing phai ‘co giod’ chay ngugc chay xuoi,
vi thoi gian c6 han nén cdo tit cdc em ra vé dé
chuan bi di mién Tay ngay.

Lan nao vé tham qué huong toi ciing cam
thady khong du thoi gian va khong du
"money"! O Viét Nam, cang tim cang thy,
cang di sau cang thay su that. Lan nay dugc
vui hon nhiing [an khac vi ¢6 nhiéu céi duyén
dén bat ngo. C6 co duyén gap gb nhiing con
nguodi, cung xuong cung thit, nhitng tam long
cho tré mo coi, tré khi€m thi va 16p ngudi
hang mat ctia xa hoi, nhitng tdm 10ng qué bao
la. Cang gap nhiéu ngudi nhu vay cang thiy
minh nho bé, ich ky va hep hoi. Nhiing nguoi
chi, ngudi anh, ngudi ban minh vira quen déu
1a do duyén ky ngo dua ching t6i gap nhau.
Nhin ho, nhin nguoi nhu nhin cdi guong, va
chiéc guong d6 s€ gitip ngudi soi rén luyén
cho tam hon minh dugc vuon 1én doi chut!

Tiéu du 12/ 2001

Phiéu Bao Trd

Toi mudn bao trd cac du An do H4H dang thyc hién
HOVALEN oo,

Chi phiéu, ngan phiéu xin d& Hands For Hope va gdi kém v4i phiéu béo tré nay dén:

HANDS FOR HOPE
PO Box 809 Sunshine MDC Vic 3020 AUSTRALIA
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Chuong trinh Pdo Trd hoc sinh nghéo & Hué

Chuong trinh bao trg hoc
sinh nghé¢o & Hu€ nay da budc
sang nam th nhi. Trong nam
dau c¢6 45 hoc sinh trung hoc
duoc bao trg tai chinh dé cac
em c6 thé trang trai hoc phi
vamua sam hoc cu. Nam nay,
duoc cdc an nhan ti€p tuc hd
trg, ching t6i da c6 thé béao trg
tdéng cong 70 hoc sinh trung
hoc, titc 1a tang gan gip doi.
Xin chan thanh cam ta long
hao tam cua qdy an nhan va
than hitu.

T4t ca cac hoc sinh nay déu
l1a con em ctlia cdc gia dinh
nghéo kho, nhiéu em 14 tré em
thiéu s6 thugc sic toc Pahy.
Trong s6 nhiing 14 thu cac em
gui cho ching t6i nam roi,
nhiéu em ngd y udc mong cd
dugc chiéc xe dap dé 1am
phuong tién dén trudng vi
dudng dén trudng thudng qué
xa x0i. Tuy vay v6i kha nang
tai chinh han hep chiing t6i da
khong thé gitip cdc em thuc
hién dugc udc mo nay. Néu
quy vi hdo tam nao c6 kha
nang giip d& vé mat nay xin
vui long lién lac véi chiing toi.

Nhu chiing t6i da trinh bay
trong Ban Tin nam ngodi vé

ké& hoach mé rong chuong trinh bao trg hoc sinh nghéo dén
cdc vung xa x6i va ngheo khé hon, sau khi da nghién ctu tim
hiéu cin k&, cling véi nhitng bdo cdo tudng tan clia cdc thinh
vién di di tham tan noi, ching tdi quyét dinh m& rong chuong
trinh nay dén Huyén O Mon, tinh Can Tho, mién tay Nam
phan. Dia phuong nay hoi nam trudc da bi anh hudng tram
trong vi nan lut va vi vay rat nhiéu tré em tai day da phai bo
hoc vi hoan canh gia dinh qua khé khan. Tré em tai O Mon
ching nhimng thiéu thon phuong tién va co hoi gido duc cin
ban ma con thiéu ca thuc phdm, quan 4o v.v.. Do d6 ching toi
du tril s& bao tro cho 50 tré em ngheo tai O Mon , m&i em 50
d6 1a mot nam. Vé6i khodn tién nhé bé nay, chiing ta ¢6 thé cho
cac em co hoi dugc hoc hanh, va chi cé gido duc méi cho cac
em hy vong va m& thém cho céc em co hdi trong cudc sdng
tuong lai.

biéu Hop Vién

Huong Tran
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Toi da timg di nhiéu noi, gap da loai ngudi nhung chua ¢6 noi nao lam cho trai tim t6i dau
budn nhu tai O Mon.

Tirnam 1975 tré di, Viet Nam da lao xu6ng vuc tham ctia hd sau ngheéo déi nhanh hon c4
luc hidt cia qua dat. Noi nao toi di qua ciing déu c6 nhiing con ngudi mang nhiing tdm than
binh tat, d6i khat va buon ba. T nhitng ngudi dan khong nha khong ctra dé€n nhitng binh nhan
bi bo roi trong cac bénh vién, va nhitng ngudi clii & mién cao nguyén bac phan. Tat ca déu chiu
chung mot dinh ménh - Tao hod di bo roi ho. T6i nhin nhitng con ngudi ma nhu nhin nhitng
béng ma 16n vén. Lam sao ma c6 nhitng ngudi ¢6 thé chiu dung dugc nhitng bat hanh khon
cuing nhu thé ndy, t6i khong thé nao hiéu néi. Nhung khi nhin nhitng em bé & day thi tréi tim
toi that su tring xuong v6i muon van cdu xé. Cac thi s va danh nhan da thuong so sinh cic em
bé nhu nhing thién than. Con nhiing thién than nay ... ¢6 1€ da bi roi khoi Thién dang.

LW ‘A A »,
"Thién than gay eanh"
T6i cung v6i mot s6
nhan vién thién nguyén dén
huyén O Mon, mot viing xa
x0i héo lanh thudc tinh Can
Tho, dé trao nhitng géi qua
ctru trg. M6i ngudi nhan
dugc mot gbéi qua nho tir s6
tién déng gép ma ching toi
da thu duoc & Uc. Mot g6i
qua qua nhé mon. Khi toi
trao qua cho ho ma su hé
then trao dang trong toi. Moi
gbi qua gom c6 mot it gao,
mot it mi g6i, mot cai mung
va mot phong bi dung
30,000 dong Viét Nam, téng
cong 1a 100,000 dong, tiic vao khoang 12 Uc kim. Mot s6 tién qud nhé nhoi nhu vay nhiéu khi
khong dii cho mot ngudi & Uc an trua. Thé ma né lai ¢6 thé nuoi song ca mot gia dinh 5O Mon
trong mot thdi gian. Mic thu nhap binh quan mot nam ctia méi nguoi & day 1a khoang 20,000
- 30,000 dong Viét Nam. Tiic vao khoang 2 - 4 Uc kim.
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Chi Thu, thanh vién ciia H4H & Uc vé dang chuan
bi phat citu tro

Ngudi dan O Mén s6ng qud xa nén "van minh" clia tinh Can Tho nén it ¢6 ai d€ y dén ho.
Dan da ho da troi vao su quén 1ang cua chinh quyén nha nude Viét Nam va cia mot s6 hdi doan
tur thién.
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Trong thoi gian t6i & noi ndy toi da tu hoi khong biét ring thoi tien ¢ da that su thudc vé
lich st chang? Cuoc song & day that 1a thi€u thén. Thi€u thén mot céch tan nhan. Thi€u xa
nhiing cudc song that 12 can ban. Cac em bé van thudng 12 nhiing nan nhan bi anh hudng ning
né nhit sau cac tran tan pha cla thién tai. Hoc van d6i véi cdc em nhd nay cling giong nhu 1a
nhiing chuyén than thoai. M&i ngay cdc em phai ra dong bt cua, bit 6c gitip cha me cdc em
tao nhitng phan an dam bac. C6 nhitng em qué bé, bé dén ndi khong thé khong c6 su kiém soét
thuong truc clia ngudi 16n & bén canh. Thé ma toi thay cdc em van phai di mo cua bét 6¢. Dén
bita an thi toi lai thdy ca mot thuc trang ndo nuing khac. Com nau tir loai gao ré tién nhat, gao
va san 1an 16n. Thic an thi ciing chi a cua 6¢ hay bat c nhiing thit gi c6 thé an ma cdc em da
bat dugc. D6 1a ham lugng chat dam va dinh dudng duy nhit ma cdc em ti€p thu mdi ngay.
Ngay ca mot bita an that 1a dam
bac nhu thé ma ciing khong da dé
no bung cic em.

To6i nghi dén nhiing hé thong
ha tang co's& & Uc ma ching ta coi
thudng va tdi nhin lai nhitng nguoi
dan & O Mon, long cam thdy thic
mic, boi r6i vé mot su khac biét
qué stic tudng tugng gilra cudc
song clia toi va ... "cudc song" clia
ho ..... néu ta c6 thé goi dé la
"song". Mot trong nhitng 1y do tai

Tré em tai huyén O Mon sao nhiing con béo clia nam qua da

tan phd mot cach tan nhin huyén

O Mon 1a vi vo s6 song ngoi chay quanh. Véi mot xa hoi hién hitu trong mot khu vuc véi song

ngdi bao quanh nhu thé nay ma khong ¢6 mot du 4n pht trién hay bio vé nio dé ngan chan

bao lut. Nguoi dan ngheo ¢ day nadu nuéng, giat di va vé sinh ngay tai bo song. Noi day khong

¢6 mot hé thong dan nude sach gan nha, khong c¢6 6ng dan nude va ngay ca giéng nude cling

khong c6. Trong khi d6 xay mot giéng nuéc chi ton 360 Uc kim ma thoi. Trong mot nim ban

va toi chi phai ton 50c/ngay 1a ching ta c6 thé xay dugc mot cdi giéng nude trong. Nhung hién
gio thi binh tat va chi ran dang cho doi ho.

Toi trés lai Uc v6i mot trdi tim v& nat thanh hang ngan ménh vun dam nguogc vao tam hon.
C6 céch nao ta c6 thé chip lai nhitng doi cénh gdy cho céc thién than bé con kia chang? Nhitng
thién than d6 dang khat khao mot bita com no va mot Ian dugc dén trudng .... con toi .... toi
khét khao dugc chip canh bay cho nhiing gidc mo bé con do.

Mua he 2001
Hoang Thao
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Chiong trinh Bdo Trd hoc sinh nghéo & O-Mon

Trong cong cudc citu trg dong bao bi
1d lut tai cdc tinh mién tay (VN) cudi nam
2001 vira qua, dé bdo dam s6 tién hdo
tam dén duogc tan tay cac nan nhan, ching
toi da dich than mang nhitng phan qua it
6i dén cho dong bao, huyén O Mon Co
Po, Tinh Can Tho.

Day 1a mot viung song nude héo lanh
va ngheo nan. Vi han ché vé giao thong
nén noi day it dugc quan tam va trg giip
ctia chinh quyén ciing nhu céc t8 chic tir
thién. Dac biét, cudc s6ng ctia cic em nho
noi day vo cung nhoc nhin, kham khé.
Nhiéu em con rat bé da phai di ning dam
mua dé gidp gia dinh trong viéc muu sinh
hang ngay. Trong hoan canh thi€u thén
do, d6i véi cic em, viec dén trudng dé
hoc chit 1a diéu chi ¢6 trong mo. Tham
chi c6 nhiing gia dinh cé nam, sdu em
déu bi that hoc va hoan toan mu chit.
Trong nhiing hoan canh co cuc tam tdi
d6, cac em rat khao khdt duoc cip sach
dén truong nhu bao tré em khéc.

. ik ;
Mot thanh vién ctia H4H & Uc vé VN
phat qua cho ciac em

That ra v6i nhu cau khong cao, chi phi dé gidp cho mot em dén trudng trong mot nam chi
von ven c6 $50, tdc 1a chi ¢6 15 cent/Ingay. Chi phi nay bao gom tién hoc phi, gifly viét va
gao. Xin quy vi hdy m&tong 1ong hao tam clia minh dé thdy ring chi véi 15 cent mot ngay quy
vi di gitip cho mot em bé VN thoat khoi canh mu chit tam t6i .

Nhém H4H tha thiét mong moi su hd trg veé tinh than ciing nhu vat chét clia quy vi trong §
nghia tuong trg dong bao kém may min tai qué nha. Mot miéng khi d6i bang mot géi khi nof.
T4t ca su déng gop clia quy vi dit 16n hay nho cling déu ddng tran trong.

biéu Hop Vién

Thu Duong
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§ lao tre mdé cbi va khuyét tdt

Trong nam 2002, bén canh
nhiing du 4n dang dugc thuc hién,
H4H ciing c6 mot du 4n ngin
han nham nang d& tinh than va
boi bé thém dinh dudng cho céc
em dang ¢ nhiing trung tam nuoi
dudng tré em mo coi va khuyét
tat tai Viét Nam.

Tu khi sinh ra cho dén lic
trudng thanh, mot tiéng ‘Me oi’
céc em ciing khong d¢i may man
dé duoc goi. Cudc doi nhu da an
bay sin, cit nhu cép bai tring hé
mang phan mo co6i thi than phai
cuu mang thém chit nghéo vay. Buon hon thé nita 1a cic em & day bi khi€m khuyét, khong
dugc lanh lan nhu nhiing tré khac. Ciing 1a mot ki€p nguoi, nhung than phan cac em sao lai bat
hanh va ddng thuong dén thé.

D6 1a chua ké dén cudc song chat vat ciia tré. Mifc séng cdc em rét thap, hau hét tré deu bi
suy dinh dudng, thi€u thon tir cdi an cdi mac, vat dung hang ngay dén tap vo, thuéc men...

Dé phan niio xoa diu ndi bat hanh clia c4c em, ching t6i c6 dai dién & tai Vit Nam, thudng
xuyén t6 chiic nhitng budi sinh hoat, hay dén tan noi dé ndu mot bita an ngon, hoic mua tang
mot it qua banh, sdch v, 40 quan, gao, sita, thudc men cho cac em vao nhiing dinh ky hoac
dip 1& hoi va Tét. Chiing t6i c6 ging dé mang nhitng niém vui, di rat nhd mong sao s& thip
sdng mot vai nu cudi ngay tho ma tré von dugc quyén hudng.

Con ngudi minh s6ng va ton tai dugc 1a nho biét nuong tua va nang dd 14n nhau ca veé tinh
than 14n vat chat. Mdi ngudi trong ching ta, néu chiu nhin mot it may man clia minh dé ciing
nhau chia s& v4i ndi bat hanh ctia cdc em thi phdc biét bao.

Chiing t6i rdt mong d6én nhan sy déng gdp va gidp do tir long hao tadm cua quy vi.

biéu Hop Vién
Thu Ha & Nguyén Mai Nhon
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Chudng Trinh Bdo Trg Tré Em Mu tai Quang Tri

Mot trong nhiing chuong trinh dau tién ma nhém H4H thuc hién 14 chuong trinh bao trg tré
mil & Quang Tri. Chi vé6i 26 Uc kim mot thang, mot em bé mir s& duoc lo vé miéng an, chd &
va dugc cdp sach dén trudong. Trong mot nam qua, con s6 tré mu dugc béo trg cling da duoc gia
tang. Lic méi bt dau thi c6 15 em duge bao trg trong nam 2000/2001 bay gio da tang 1én
dugc 22 em trong nam 2001/2002. Mic dil con s6 tiang trudng khong that sy dang ké nhung né
ciing néi lén dugc phan nao vé su phat trién clia chuong trinh b4o trg nay trong mot nam qua
nay da duoc vitng vang hon. H4H s& tiép tuc tim kiém thém nhitng ngudi bao trg dé gitip d&
nhiéu tré mu khic, khong chi trong tinh Quéng Tri ma con & céc viing nong thon héo lanh
khdc. Dé thuc hién duoc muc dich nay, hon bao gio hét ching téi rit can céc vi dang bao trg
ti€p tuc tng ho H4H va chiing t6i kéu goi nhiéu hon nita nhitng ngudi mudn gép mot ban tay
v6i H4H.

Hién tai H4H rat may mén vi phan 16n tré mii dugc mot nhém ban tré & Nam Uc béo trg.
Trong bai viét nay, chiing toi xin gidi thiéu nhém ban tré Nam Uc t6i quiy vi. Sau day 1a cudc
phong vén véi dai dién ciia nhém Nam Uc, ban Nguyén Thi Quynh Nhu, sinh vién nam cudi
nganh YHoc Quang Tuyén tai trudng dai hoc Nam Uc. Quynh Nhu dén Uc nam 1984 lic co
duoc 7 tudi va hién vin dang séng véi gia dinh tai Nam Uc. Quynh Nhu cho biét thém nhu
sau:

QN: Hién t6i dang sinh hoat voi mot nhom ban tré goi 12 Hoi Quan Trang Duong. Day 14
mot hoi doan tré nguor Viét, duoc thanh 1dp voi muc dich cho cac ban tré vui choi, sinh hoat
cong dong va lam viéc tir thién.
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PHV: Ly do nao da thic ddy cdc ban quyét dinh hgp tdc véi H4H trong chuong trinh
bao tro tré mu?

QN: Nhur to1 da co nor qua la nhom chiing 61 rat thich tham gia vao cdc viéc tir thién va
mdé'rong surlién hé voi cdc hoi doan tré Viét Nam co ciing chung moét huong di chang han nhir
nhom H4H. Ly do chiing toi chon chuong trinh nay vi trong giai doan diu cong tac voi H4H,
nhom H4H dang rat can nguoi bdo tro tré mix & Quang Tri hon Ia nhilng chuong trinh khdc
ma H4H dang thuc hién trong thoi diém do. Vi vdy chiing 161 quyét dinh 1am viéc voi H4H dé
dAdy manh va phat trién chuong trinh nay.

DHV: Nhém ctia ban 1am viéc v6i H4H nhu thé nao?

QN: Chiing to1 lién lac voi nguoi dai dién ciia cdc ban Ia Nhan va nhan tat cd nhiing tai
liéu can thiét lién quan dén chuong trinh ndy. Khi nhan duoc tai liéu thi chiing toi va H4H
cung thdo luan vé nhimg du dn lam viéc. Chiing o1 chi muoén gdp mot ban tay dé giip 1am
nhiing viéc H4H dang lam.

DHV: Nhém cua ban loan tai chuong trinh bao trg tré em mu tai Quang Tri nhu thé
nao ? Céc ban di c6 nhitng du 4n gi dé tao ngan quy cho chuong trinh bdo trg nay?

QN: Chiing toi thuong thong bdo vé dir 4n ndy trong cdc budi thao luin hang thing ciia
nhom va quang bd trén bdo Viét va chuong trinh phat thanh Viét ngit cong dong. Gan day
chiing toi ciing da co phan phat mot s6 brochures tai hoi cho Tét. Hién tai nguon tai chanh ma
chiing 161 co duoc 1a tir nhifng thanh vién trong nhom va ban bé than hitu dong gop. Nhung
trong tuong lai, chiing to1 du dinh sé kéu goi sur dong gop cuia cong dong nguoi Viét tai Nam
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Uc.

DHV: Cic ban c6 gap phai nhitng khé khan nao trong viéc gay quy cho chuong
trinh bao trg nay khong?

QN: Cidi kho khan chinh 12 gdy duoc niém tin voi nhilng nguoi minh giao tiép. Phai chiing
minh nhiing cong viéc minh lam dé nguoi ta khong co nghi ngo viéc lam ciia minh. Toi nghi dé
vuort qua duoc tro ngai nay, diéu can thiét nhat Ia minh phai biét ré vé cong viéc lam ctia minh
va nén quang bd sau rong va thuong xuyén dén moi nguoi.

PHV: Ban c6 nghi riing du 4n nay can dugc tu bé thém vé phuong dién ndo khong?

QN: 7067 nghi chiing ta can vé tham viéng nhing truong hoc va cdc hoc sinh dé'co thé' nhan
biét duoc that su nhiing két qua thuc & da dat duoc. Theo toi biét thi H4H hién tai lam viéc
qua su huong dan cua nhitng nguoi tinh nguyén tin cdy & Viét Nam. Néu ¢ thé tham viéng
truc tiép thi chiing ta sé co rat nhiéu tin titc vé nhiing em bé mu ndy. Mdc dit nguoi béo tro' co
nhan duoc hinh dnh va so luoc Iy lich clia méi em, nhung that kho co thé lién lac vdi cdc em
qua thur tir vi cdc em khong thé doc duoc thur viét thuong trén gidy. Toi ciing khong biét cich
nao dé gidi quyét cdi kho khan ndy. Toi nghi H4H nén Iién lac truc tiép voi cdc em ndy hay
nhiing bdo méu dé'co thé tuong
trinh sur tién trién cia cdc em.

Xin chan thanh cdm on
Quynh Nhu d4 bo thoi gian cho
H4H mot cudc trdo chuyén dé
tim hiéu them vé su déng gép
cua Hoi Quan Trung Duong
trong du 4n QTR.

Chi méi mot nam tir khi du
4n Quang Tri dugc bat dau thuc
hién, H4H rat 14y lam vui mumg khi thay chuong trinh QTR da lan rong ra khoi pham vi ctia
tiéu bang Victoria. Hién tai d4 dugc su ing ho cia Nam Uc, H4H hy vong chuong trinh bao tro
ndy s& duoc nhiéu su hudng tng tir cdc tiéu bang khac dé chiing ta cling nhau thay ddi dugc
ngay cang nhiéu nhiing manh doi dang thuong ctia nhiing em bé mu Viét Nam.

biéu Hop Vién
Phugng Nguyén
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Dear friends,

This year, 2002, has promised to be as event-
ful as the previous year for Hands for Hope. Thus,
H4H members are working tirelessly to contribute
their time and effort towards the course of H4H.

Last year; taking advantage of the summer va-
cation, during November and December; four of
our members have returned to Vietnam, making
extensive search for those in needs, in hope of
providing further assistance and support to poor
children, orphans and children with disabilities
in Vietnam.

After careful consideration, H4H is proud to announce that we are adopting another
two new projects. This year, we are focusing on the young orphans in Saigon and poor
children, victims of the savaging floods in O-Mon district, Can Tho province, which has
been left a ruin after disaster. Areport for each project is detailed in the following pages.

New paths have opened up for H4H and no doubt, we will encounter problems at every
corner of the roads. In the coming months, one of H4H's heartaches is the issues regarding
human resources. H4H's activities are rapidly expanding, hence our work increases. With
one hand, one does not go very far, but together we would reach fo the future and transform.

We need your helping hands to push H4H forwards!

Dear friends, without your unceasing support, without your kind hearts, success would
never smile on us. We hope that you continue to join us to plan for the future of H4H.

Together; we will give the lives of our little friends in Vietnam a new chance. Let’s “‘make a
difterence’’!

Yours truly,

Nhan Nguyen
President
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Activities for Vietnamese Refugee
Children in the Philippines

H4H'’s representatives with Vietnamese children in the Philippines

Pam Baker Foundation (PBF) was established in February 2002 in Melbourne, Australia.
The board of directors consists of seven members: Mr. Hoi Trinh, Mr Richard Baker, Dr
Tien Nguyen, Ms Jaclyn Fabre, Mr. Rob Stewart, Mrs. Anne Marden and Hands For Hope (
H4H).

On this occasion, Attorney Trinh Hoi, Vietnamese Community in Victoria and H4H
organized a fundraising dinner to raise funds for the foundation’s future activities.

As in the previous year, H4H plans to organize various activities for the Vietnamese
refugee children in the Philippines as follows:

1) Children’s Mid-Autumn Festival
2) Summer Camp
3) Pam Baker Scholarship
The estimate cost for the above activities is approximately AUD5700. H4H will coordinate/
organize all the above activities either directly or indirectly through our representatives in
the Philippines. Pam Baker Foundation will cover the cost for all the above activities.

Any further queries, please contact the Project Coordinators directly:

Nguyen Tuan Ngo Minh Khiem
tuthuc@yahoo.com Mob: 0411-057-215
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| have returned to Saigon ...

For two days, two hours each day, I sat at a stall, selling sugar cane drink, near Ben Thanh
market. During that time, each day, there were at least 15 people approaching me to sell lottery
tickets, and about 10 of them were children of 6 to 15 years of age.

I bought a lottery ticket for each child. On each ticket, I wrote their name, age, place of
birth and the reason why they have taken up the work of a lottery ticket seller. Most of them
came from the Central Region of Vietnam, looking for a mean to subsist. Most of them were
without an education. In Vietnam, besides selling lottery tickets, there is no work (except for
the work of a beggar) that does not require a financial resource. Therefore, most parents allow
their children to do this work freely. The first thing that their mind adheres to is food to fill
their stomach. Other matters ... they may be tended to at a later point in time. I thought about
the little things that we could do over here. I thought about how we could send a child to
school by simply going without a bowl of our popular beef rice-noodle, once a month. I
thought about Hands for Hope’s project of supporting poor students in Hue, Central Viet-
nam...

One of our aims in this return is to locate groups of people who may need our support from
abroad. Before we left Australia, a friend said to me: " When you get to Saigon, look for a blind
Catholic Brother who is taking care of about a dozen of blind children". That was the only
information we had about these unsighted folks.

Aweek had passed in Saigon, we asked many people and yet we still had no news of the
where abouts of this blind Brother and his students. Even those who regularly exercise charity
work here could not help us. We were about to give up as apart from finding out these people,
we have other matters and people to attend to.

Somehow, I think, it was fate that brought us to the ones we have been looking for. I
received an email from a friend in Canada (a member of a group of friends supporting blind
children through the course of Hands for Hope's project in Quang Tri, Central Vietnam),
asking for information about a blind Catholic Brother named NQP whom he came to know
from an article on a newspaper. After reading his email, I carried much doubt in my heart. I
wondered if both he and I are after the same person, even though I did not know the name of
the person I was looking for. Right after that, another friend of mine discovered article writing
about this blind priest NQP and his students.
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Thus, my companion and I began the search for this priest like true detectives. By good
chance, we found from the article, the name of the street, where NQP and his students have
lived. After a zealously effort looking for the street name in the street directory, we found a
street with a description similar to the street described in the article, near Tan Binh district.
Since we had access to a motorbike, we went to a market near there for investigation. If the
priests and his students actually lived near there, people around the market should be able to
point out to us.

Night approaching, at a small food stall, the owner was hurriedly closing up after a long

hard-working day. They shook their heads in denial as a response to our questions. They were
too tired to think about the answers. Then, I began to doubt that the information obtained from
the article could be out of date and the place of dwelling mentioned in the article could just be
temporarily. We moved on and met a lady, a
food vendor. She happily told us that there is
a group of blind people, sometimes, passing
by this area at around 5 or 6 pm but she did
not know where they live. Our hope flared
up again as we now knew that they do live
around here. We asked the lady the usual di-
rection of traveling of those blind people and
then we followed that way. We stopped and
asked questions along the way. We went on
for another five minutes then we came back 73 frarre members from Australia in VN
to fill up the petrol at a small petrol station.
The woman looking after this place came from the Central Region of Vietnam. She seemed to
know this area well. We asked her some questions and she told us exactly where NQP and his
students were. We followed her direction and met a boy, who was selling lottery tickets. The
boy promptly pointed to an alley, told us to go in there and look for a house with a sign written
"MATA" at the front. I looked at him, grateful! We were extremely joyful. My companion then
took out from his pocket 10,000d (about AUD1) and gave it to the boy.

We were starting to go through the dark alley when the boy, who was overjoyed to have
that kind of money, ran after us and then overtook us, led us to the gate of the house. Asmall
double storey house, iron gates with a sign on the outside printed "MATA". We have finally
found them! I was as happy as finding treasure.

Before we left Australia we were not sure if we would find them or not, so we were not
prepared. However as soon as we met them, I have fallen in love with them immediately. Both
of us followed them upstairs. We sat there talking and singing. There were 11 of them, between
the ages of 8 to 25. The smallest one named Hao came from Hai Duong. He raised his voice,
sang like a bird, just as good as Michael Jackson when he was small.
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"I owe autumn a song, trembling dew on leaves. To whom that I owed? Times have
disappeared, yet I have not repaid. Adimple smile, a dimple smile ...." His eyes looked up and
I could see only whiteness. His lips moved with the music of the guitar, played by Tam,
another blind child. Phuoc, a 16 year old boy, sang the chorus in harmony with Hao:

"I owe the mother land a sweet carambola
1 owe this life some bitterness
1 owe the rain my damping shirt
Towe my land a flying kite..."
They sang of the debt higher than their heads while I sat there and thought about my debt
towards them. We promised the children that we would come back the next day and that we
would help to pay some of their debt with a song.

The next day I asked a few other friends to come along. We bought for each one of them a
white shirt to wear as uniform attire on the next day, the 3™ of December, the international day
for disabled people, a day when they would have a competition with other disabled children.
We also bought them a gift, a Christmas tree. However only after we had bought the Christmas
tree, we realised that the children could not see it. Luckily, the tree has a music-light, playing
‘Jingle Bell’. At least they can hear the music. The rest of the Christmas tree, I guess, they have
to use their hands to feel it. All of us sat around in a circle as we were singing and eating
cookies. I must admit that little Hao has a beautiful voice. He has a potential to become a
popular singer like Michael Jackson!

The next morning, before leaving Saigon to the western provinces, two friends and I went
to the Festival for the Disabled People to support the children in three events - navigating, tug-
of-war and musical performance. We were always running, back and forth. Due to the restricted
time frame, we had to say good bye to the children to prepare for our westward trip.

Every time coming back to my mother land, I always feel that there is not enough time and
money! In Vietnam, the more you search the more you find, the deeper you reach the truth you
will find. As for this return, I felt that there was more joy than the previous returns. There were
unexpected encounters. I had the chance to meet people with the same flesh and bones, the
caring hearts for homeless and disabled children, and for those who have been pushed to the
ground of the society. Those loving hearts that know no boundaries... the more people of such
qualities I meet, the more insignificance and selfish I feel. Destiny has caused for those sisters,
those brothers and those friends to come and cross our path. We see them as seeing our reflection
from a mirror, a mirror that will help to elevate ourselves.

Tieu Du
12/2001
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Hue Education project is now in its second year of operation. Last year, we were able to
sponsor 45 secondary students. These students received financial assistance to pay for school
fees and stationery. This year, with our sponsors’ continuing financial support, we have spon-

sored 70 secondary students in total. That is almost doubled the number of students sponsored
last year. Thanks to our friends’ and sponsors’ generosity.

All these children come from poor families; many of them belong to the minority commu-
nity (the Pahy group). Of the many letters we received during the year, there were quite a
number of children who expressed the need of having a bicycle to travel to school, as the
distance from home to school is quite significant. However, due to our financial constraints,
we were not able to fulfil these children’s wishes. But if anyone who thinks they could give a
hand, please do not hesitate to contact us.

As we have expressed our views on this project’s future in last year’s newsletter, we would
like to expand this project to other poor and more remote places. After a thorough and extensive
research, as will be reported by one of our members in the following pages, we have decided
to extend our assistance to O-Mon district, Can Tho province. This place has been badly
affected by last year’s flood; many children do not go to school due to family hardship. The
children in O-Mon district are lacking not only basic education, but also food, clothing etc...
Thus, we are planning to sponsor 50 children, with only $50 dollars a year, we can provide
basic education to these children, and only education can give hope and open up a new future
for them.

Project Co-ordinator
Huong Tran
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LE 1)
Fallen angels

I have been to many
places, seeing many people
but never in those places had
my heart cried out like it was
in O-Mon.

Since 1975, Vietnam has
plunged into the depth of pov-
erty faster than the gravita-
tional force. Everywhere I
have been to, there are people
wearing bodies of disease,
sickness, hunger, and sadness.
From the homeless people to
the abandoned patients in hos-
pitals, to the leprosy infected
people in the plateau of northern Vietnam, everyone faces the same fate - God’s forsaken
people! I looked at them as looking at living shadows. How someone could endure such
misfortune is beyond my comprehension. But my heart really sank and crashed at the sights of
the children. Great poets and artists have always compared children with beautiful angels.
These angels that I saw... they must have fallen out of Heaven.

I went to O-Mon, a remote district in the rural area of Can Tho province, to deliver aids to
floods’ victims with a group of volunteers. Each person received a small portion of the funds
that we raised in Australia. Such a small portion that I felt shame rushed through my head as I
handed them the little parcel. Each parcel contains some rice; packets of instant noodles, a
mosquito net and an envelope of 30,0004 (Vietnamese currency). The total cost of each parcel
is 100,000d, a mere AUD12. That amount is barely enough for one person to buy their lunch
here in Australia. Yet, that amount could keep a family in O-Mon alive for quite some time.

O-Mon residents live too far from the "civilisation" of Can Tho province to be noticed by
anyone. They gradually drifted into forgotten by the Vietnamese government and many chari-
table organisations.

I spent some time with them and what I saw there made me wonder if the primitive age
really belonged to history or not. Their lives are lacking of everything... Children are always
the first and most affected victims of any kinds of disaster - be it man made or natural.

Education for these children is like something from the fairy tales. They spend their daily

HA4H's representative went to O-Mon, a remote district
1n the rural area of Can Tho province, to deliver aids to
floods’ victims with a group of volunteers
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